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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY David Adelson

Greetings Friends,

Who’s heard the curse “may you
live in interesting times?”

This ironic “curse” implies the
desire for stability, even tranquility,
which we all hope for. However, as
the father of young children, and as
the rabbi of a synagogue, I’ve kind of given up on
tranquility, or much predictability. And the realities of
war, terror, and economic turbulence, along with the
events of our personal lives, show us that not much in
life is predictable.

Yet I believe that living in interesting, if unpredictable
times, is a blessing. We should strive for lives which are
not simply comfortable, but which are engaging. We
should aspire not merely to survival, but to being fully,
and meaningfully, alive.

At this season of the High Holy Days, we are offered
the chance for reflection and renewal. As I review my
life, where am I not at peace, not tranquil? Any such
area provides the opportunity to grow: in work, personal
relationships, health, inner life, or any other. Where
things are “interesting,” we have the chance to engage
fully and to be more connected.

At East End Temple, things are extremely interesting -
in a good way. We are experiencing significant change,
renewal, and a moment of rare opportunity.

I am pleased to announce that we have fully assembled
a “dream team” of clergy and staff. Cantor Shira

Ginsburg has begun her new, full-time position with us
and is creatively shaping the way we pray on Shabbat,
come together on the High Holy Days, and learn as a
community. Director of Congregational Learning Sara
Blumstein is also just two months into her tenure with
us, and already has overhauled and improved our
curriculum for the short-term and is leading the way to
totally reinventing how families of all kinds learn at East
End Temple. And rabbinical intern Kim Herzog Cohen
is back to lead us in becoming more connected through
community organizing.

These staff members join with our remarkable lay
leaders, from president Karen Feuer on down, to
envision and implement creative, engaged, Jewish life
for our members and beyond.

This is a rare moment for the temple. We have the
chance to renew what we have long taken for granted, at
every level, and to truly achieve excellence. With the
combination of visionary and capable staff, lay leaders
and members we have today, we can do what we have
never been able to do before. I am not merely being a
cheerleader for the temple; this is my honest appraisal of
where we are right now. And the tight financial
situation in which we continue to operate only keeps the
pressure on for us to act now. So in this new year, when
we are all held to account, let us all also hold each other
to account. My friends, if not now, then when?

In hope,

Contact: Adelson@eastendtemple.org

Join us for Shabbat Open House, on Friday 9/11.

Enjoy a stirring, meaningful service, and stay a while
after at our Oneg Shabbat to meet our rabbi and cantor.
Have some conversations with Board members,
Religious School parents, and other members who are
active in temple activities. We look forward to seeing
you at the temple.

SAVE THE DATE
EET’s Judaica Book Fair & Carnival of Jewels
Sunday, November 15, 2009 12 – 5 pm

Additional Book Fair hours:
November 17, 18 & 19: 5:30 – 6:30 pm or
by appointment

Torah Portions this month
9/5 Ki Tavo Deut. 26:1-29:8
9/12 Nitzavim-Vayeleich Deut. 29:9-31:30
9/19 Rosh Hashanah 5770 Genesis 22:1-19
9/26 Shabbat Shuvah/Aaazinu Deut. 32:1-52

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER…
Sukkot Family Program, on Friday, October 2, 5 – 6 pm
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PRESIDENT'S LOOKOUT Karen Feuer

Dear Friends,

Welcome back from summer.
As the New Year begins, I’d
like to update you on what’s
been happening at East End
Temple. The Yes, I Can!
campaign yielded a total of
$45,816.00 in pledges and I am
grateful to each of you for your
contributions. Follow-up calls to those of you who
volunteered will be made in the next few weeks as we
match your interests and time with temple needs. In
addition, many of you told me that you were prepared to
help us grow our membership: Now is the time to do it.

On Wednesday, September 8, East End Temple’s
Religious School will hold an Ice-Cream Social Open
House. Share the “scoop” with friends and families
(with children) you know are thinking of joining. Two
days later on Friday, September 11th, we will hold a
Shabbat Open House just in time to join for High Holy
Day worship services. We are ready to welcome
everyone.

Our Cantor, Shira Ginsburg has made the transition
from student to chazzan seamlessly and joyously. Shira
will once again imbue and lead our HHD prayers with
her unique blend of warmth and song and then continue
to bring her special talents to us throughout the year,
every day, and full time.

If you haven’t met our new Director of Congregational
Learning, Sara Blumstein, you will have many
opportunities to do so this fall. Sara has already made
her mark in the Religious School with expert
administrative skills and educational acumen. She is the
impetus for the Ice-Cream Social Open House, a re-
visioning of the 7th grade curriculum and an upper
school change in structure that you can read about in her
column. You simply have to meet her.

BTW – Our very own Rabbi David Adelson will
commence his tenth year with East End Temple this
year. Those of us who remember the search, the early
years and have experienced the transformative change of
East End Temple over the past ten years acknowledge
the one constant: Rabbi David Adelson. Another ten
years doesn’t seem too much to ask. Ken yehi ratzon –
May it be God’s will.

As I contemplate my High Holy Day appeal message to
you, the, ‘big question’, I grapple with each year is how
can I convince you that your gift-giving is more
important than ever?

Recently I learned about the Mishnah, which offers
multiple explanations for Jewish laws. By no means as
significant but perhaps with as much passion, my
challenge is to identify multiple responses to the “big
question” and to know exactly which of the reasons will
resonate most with you and compel you to give when I
ask. As I commit the challenge to paper, I already know
that one reason alone will not satisfy the whole of East
End Temple. As investors in our community, you are as
diverse as your reasons for giving. I look forward to
reaching each of you personally and compelling you to
give generously.

L’Shanah Tovah to you and your family.

B’Shalom
Contact: president@eastendtemple.org

A three-part study session with
East End Temple’s Professional Staff

Tuesday, September 8, 2009

Please join us for one, two, or three of the
following sessions:

6:30-7:00 pm
“Understanding & Explaining Forgiveness”

with Sara Blumstein, RJE

7:00-7:30 pm
“Congregational Music of the High

Holy Days”
with Cantor Shira Ginsburg

7:30-8:00 pm
“Beyond Blessing and Curse: A High
Holiday Theology We Can Live With”

with Rabbi David Adelson

For more information, please contact Sara at:
educator@eastendtemple.org or 212.477.6617














