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FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY David Adelson

Dear Friends,

Last month, I had the immense good
fortune to be present at Shira
Ginsburg’s senior recital at Hebrew
Union College: a one-woman show
entitled “Bubbe’s Kitchen” that
weaves together the musical
traditions of Broadway, liturgy, and
Yiddish. Her performance was
powerful on several levels. Of course, the show made
plain why East End Temple is so lucky to have engaged
Shira as our full-time cantor, beginning this July. But it
also struck me that the show could serve as a model for
personal spiritual growth for all of us -- even if we don’t
have pipes like Shira’s.

Bubbe’s Kitchen is a musical collage of the life wisdom
Shira gained from her grandmother and the circle of
other women on her family’s farm. She, often
hilariously, shares tales of food, conflict, hope, and love
– all in the shadow of the Holocaust. Her grandparents
are survivors, having fought as partisans with the Bielski
group in the forests in Poland. Shira very skillfully
amplifies her family’s experience and her own, with the
music of the multiple genres she has studied. She
conceived the whole piece as an opportunity to reflect
on, and teach about, the ways liturgy and synagogue
prayer are about evoking emotional response, both
individually and communally. Her show demonstrates
the overlap, and also the distinction, between theater and
communal prayer. The fact that so many of us in the
audience spent the performance weeping and reflecting
on the meaning in our own family stories and our Jewish
identities, testifies to the show’s strength.

But what moved me most of all was not even what a
good show it is, or even the philosophical questions it
raises. I felt inspired being shown the hard work Shira

had done not only to write and perform the show, but
beneath that, to integrate, as a spiritual and religious
exercise, the various parts of her identity. Most of us are
not the children of survivors. And most of us are not
clergy or professional performers. But all of us work to
understand the intersection of our childhoods, our adult
relationships, our professional lives and our inner lives.
Our religious lives -- our experience at prayer and in
synagogue community -- bring all of those identities to
bear. There is no Jewish self that does not incorporate
our self-self, our whole self. In synagogue, at home, and
at any time, our own stories are not only relevant, but
essential. If I can’t pray about my reality, then prayer is
meaningless. But if I can pray based on what I know
most deeply, and if others do so based on their stories
and their reality, then together we are a unified praying
community.

Shira is a leader because she is willing to do her own
difficult spiritual work and then share the results with all
of us in a way that inspires us to do our own work. Then
if the rest of us are willing to do our own reflection, we
can hopefully live more engaged lives in which we see
meaningful connection in new ways. The meaning we
see will be different for each of us; it may reflect our
childhood stories, or our work lives, or our current
relationships, or what we yearn for at this moment. The
important part is to be bold enough to do that reflection
and personal work. I believe Shira Ginsburg will help
inspire us to that work in the years ahead, as our cantor.
We are fortunate to have her as a teacher. We are
fortunate to be blessed, at all moments, with the promise
of seeing more and more the meaning in each of our
lives.

In hope,
David

Contact: Adelson@eastendtemple.org

SALUTE TO ISRAEL PARADE

Sunday, May 31 – 12 noon

For meeting location, email
School@eastendtemple.org.

Let us show solidarity with Israel by marching with
other supporters on May 31 in the Salute to Israel Parade
on Fifth Avenue. March with EET and the Downtown
Kehillah group for a show of strength in this nationally
watched parade. All EET members, families and
friends are encouraged to attend and show support. T-
Shirts and posters distributed on site. Cheering squad
will be on 17th Street and Fifth Avenue.

Torah Portions this month
5/2 Acharei-Mot-Kedoshim Lev. 16:1-20:27
5/9 Emor Lev. 21:1-24:23
5/16 Bechar-Bechukotai Lev. 25:1-27:34
5/23 Bamidbar Num. 1:1-4:20
5/30 Naso I Num. 4:21-5:31
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SISTER TO SISTER Judith Lorber

SISTERHOOD
CONFIRMATION
UNIONGRAMS

The beautiful Confirmation
Service for the students of our
Religious School will take place
Thursday evening, May 28, at
6:15 pm, on Erev Shavuot. A
thoughtful way for the family,
friends and congregation to
celebrate this joyous and religious accomplishment is to
send congratulations using a Uniongram Confirmation
Card. These special Uniongrams are put into individual
gift booklets for presentation at Confirmation. The
charge for each special Uniongram is $6.00, or $18 to
honor all three confirmands. These cards represent a
tax-deductible contribution to the YES (Youth Education
and Sisterhood) Fund. The contributions are used
specifically for the youth activities of NFTY, for the
education of rabbis and for the development of
Sisterhood special projects throughout the world. Please
respond to the email or snail mail request by May 8,
if you haven’t already done so.

GREEN GIVING

Sisterhood is trying a green experiment to save postage
and paper. In an emailing to the temple membership
with email addresses, I asked for donations for
Confirmation Uniongrams with a request for responses
by email, to be followed by checks delivered by mail or
by hand. Requests were sent by snail mail to those
without email addresses, and hard copies are available in
the temple office. I do hope that everyone with an email
address will cooperate with our green experiment.

MAY SISTERHOOD EVENT

On Thursday, May 7, at 7:30 pm, Gail Levin, author
of Becoming Judy Chicago, will speak on "How Does
Judy Chicago's Jewish Identity Shape Her Feminist
Art?” Gail is Distinguished Professor of Art History,
American Studies, and Women's Studies at Baruch
College and the Graduate Center of CUNY. She is an
art historian specializing in art of the twentieth and
twenty-first centuries. Gail’s talk will be followed by
desserts and book signing in the Social Hall. All temple
members and their guests are invited. If you’ve seen
Judy Chicago’s The Dinner Party, you won’t want to
miss this event. A copy of the book and a book on Judy
Chicago’s work are on display in the Helene Spring
Library.

Contact: Jlorber@rcn.com

LIBRARY BUZZ Barbara Ringel

It was a day to remember in
more ways than one. Our 6th
annual Helene Spring Library
Event, featuring author and Wall
Street Journal investigative
reporter, Lucette Lagnado, was a
resounding success. Attendance
was outstanding, with a capacity
crowd in the sanctuary, both
downstairs and in the balcony. Ms. Lagnado held her
audience spellbound with her engaging talk, peppered
with humorous, touching anecdotes. Copies of her
memoir, The Man in the White Sharkskin Suit, each
signed by the author, sold out quickly, and our generous
selection of delectable homemade desserts disappeared
as quickly as the books. Many thanks go to my
committee and to our master bakers. Now it’s on to
planning for 2010.

Contact: bringel@aol.com

Author Lucette Lagnado

Photo by Paul Ringel

JUDAICA SHOP FINDS Fran Kolin

Just arrived from Studio Roja on the
West Coast, we have eight unusual
pewter mezuzot. Featuring beautiful
designs in metal work, each has a
different theme. Included are the
home, the dove, the tree of life, and
others, some specifically for children's
rooms. Come take a look, and shop the Shop.

Contact: thekolins@worldnet.att.net


