


www.eastendtemple.org East End Temple 212-477-6444 January 2009

DIRECTOR OF CONGREGATIONAL
LEARNING REPORT R. Shoshana Leis

We have an excellent, multi-
talented teaching staff in the
Religious School, many of
whom are new to the temple.
We thought you might like to
learn more about the teachers
who have joined the ranks with
Shachar, Jill, Candy, and Rabbi
Elisa.

Sheila Lewis, Kitot Bet and Vav b & v
(Grades 2 and 6)

Sheila has been an educator for many years, most
recently as a curriculum developer and writer for
projects funded by the New York City Department of
Education. As a parent of two grown sons, she was
actively involved at the Heschel School, the Temple
Ansche Chesed Havurah School, and also in special
education schools. Sheila attended Hebrew day schools
through Grade 10, and received a BFA in Fine Arts and
an MA in Educational Media. This past summer Sheila
was thrilled to participate in the annual CAJE (Coalition
for Alternatives in Jewish Education) conference from
which she brought back wonderful resources and
collective wisdom.

Zack Friedman, Kita Gimmel g (Grade 3)

Zack is a graduate of Brandeis University, where he
majored in English and American Literature and Theatre
Arts. He’s experienced in children's and high school
theatre as an actor, producer and playwright. Zack
serves as actor, assistant producer and author for the
musical Night of the Butterfly, directed towards children
in elementary school. It is a story that teaches children
about responsibility, courage, identity, and bugs, and
will debut in March 2009 at the Bleecker Street Theater.
Zack brings a delightful energy and sense of humor to
our staff.

Rachel Grant Meyer, Kita Gimmel g (Grade 3)

Rachel grew up in New Orleans, LA and moved to New
York to attend Columbia University, where she
graduated with a BA in Comparative Religion.
Following graduation, Rachel worked for the Union for
Reform Judaism's KESHER College Department before
departing for her first year of rabbinical school at
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion in
Jerusalem. Growing up in New Orleans, Rachel loved
song leading and teaching music and Hebrew at Touro

Synagogue. Rachel lives in Brooklyn Heights where
she enjoys the green markets, long walks, crocheting,
and hosting Shabbat meals.

Calvin Tesler, Kita Daled d (Grade 4)

Calvin graduated from Temple University in
Philadelphia with a B.A. in Political Science. He
recently moved to New York City from his home in
Philadelphia to pursue a Masters degree in Jewish
Studies and eventually a PhD at Touro College. He has
been teaching Religious School for four years, and is
close to fluent in the Hebrew Language having studied it
for 13 years. To Calvin, Judaism is more than just a
religion but also a culture and a way of life. His goal is
to get this message across to the children, which will
help them create their own Jewish identity and
awareness.

Frances Oelbaum, Kita Hey h (Grade 5)

Frances brings an extensive background in the arts as
well as Jewish Education. She received a "Melton
Fellowship Award" toward her MA in Jewish Education
and her Principal certification from The Jewish
Theological Seminary. She also studied Hebrew at The
Hebrew University in Jerusalem as well as linguistics
and the acquisition of language at Columbia University.
Frances has worked with animals, ecology and
conservation, and has taught in many religious schools,
became head of the Hebrew program at Central
Synagogue, taught Hebrew in the High School division
of the Dalton School and then became the director of the
Congregation Emanu-El Religious School.

Avi Weinharz, Kita Hey h (Grade 5)

Avi draws on nearly a decade of experience as a Jewish
educator and musician. He brings a strong background in
art education as well as a love of children, and a creative
perspective on Jewish learning. Avi studied Art
Education at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and
participated in Hava Nashira, an educational retreat for
Jewish musicians. With extensive classroom experience,
as well as his passion for song-leading, art and cooking,
Avi's classroom promises to be a fun one.

Come and say Shalom…

Shoshana Contact: educator@eastendtemple.org
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